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Expanding EU:
growing health gaps

Ageing
Population

Climate Change, Pandemic 
and Bioterrorism Threats

Lifestyle Related Diseases
Migration &

Cross Border
Healthcare

New Technology     
and Innovation     

Citizens want
More

control

Globalisation

White paper on Nutrition
Communication on Alcohol
Tobacco control strategy

Health information and Health Portal

ECDC
Organ Donation

Interactions with WHO

Health Services Initiative

Health investments through Structural Funds etc

Pharmaceutical Forum

Projects funded
Cross-sectoral work
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But major health inequalities still exist in

• Life expectancy
• Health status
• Exposure to health determinants
• Healthcare capacity
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Europeans live longer and healthier lives
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Increases in life expectancy at birth (male)
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• There is a gap 
of 18 years in 
Healthy Life 
Years (HLY)
at birth for 
women
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Source: EUROSTAT, 2005



Mortality rate for 
cardiovascular diseases
(per 100 000 
population) varies 4 fold
between EU countries

France: 118
Bulgaria: 554

• Prevalence of tuberculosis
(per 100 000 population) 
varies 32 fold between EU 
countries

• Malta: 4.5

• Romania: 145.9
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Mortality due to 
cerebrovascular diseases

in men varies 3,5
fold between regions
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There are
major disparities
between regions
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Higher quality of life

as well as

Higher employment rate
Less sick leave
Higher productivity
Higher retirement age

� A strong workforce

A healthy 
population

Regional 
economic 
growth and 
social 
cohesion
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Direct access to hospital health 
care

Austria (partially)
Belgium 
Czech Republic (needs referral to 
hospital care)
France 
Germany 
Luxembourg

• GPs act as gatekeepers (as in 
Canada)

– Denmark 
– Ireland 
– Italy 
– Netherlands
– Spain 
– Cyprus
– Bulgaria
– Estonia
– United Kingdom
– Finland
– Sweden

Access to Healthcare - gate-keeping
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• Total expenditure on health 
as percentage of GDP varies 
2 fold between EU countries

• Romania: 5.1

• Germany: 10.6

• Per capita total expenditure 
on health (at international 
dollar rate) varies 12 fold
between EU countries

• Romania: 432.7

• Luxembourg: 5,177.6 0,0
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… in effectiveness of healthcare systems

Source: EC Report on Implementation of the Council Recommendation of 2 December 2003 on cancer screening
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Demographic change : 
AT, FI, FR, RO, SK

Environmental health : 
CZ, FI, HU, LT, MT, RO

Quality (management) : 
CZ, EL, HU, LT, PL, SK Education of health 

care professionals : 
CY, CZ, EL, ES, HU, LT, 

LV, SK

health infrastructure : 
BG, CZ, DE, EL, FR, HU, 

LT, LV, PL, RO, SK

eHealth : CY, DK, EL, LT, 
NL, RO

health promotion, 
safety at work , BE, CZ, 

DE, DK, EL, ES, FI, HU, 
LX, RO, SK

Screenings : HU, LT, SK

Emergency care : HU, 
LT, LV, PL, SK

Access to health care : 
BE, CZ, EL, ES, FI, FR, 

HU, LT, LV, SK

health promotion, 
prevention , CZ, EL, HU, 

IE, LT, SK
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Thank YOU!
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