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Sources: CNB, CBS, Eurostat, European Commission, S&P, Moody’s, Fitch
(1) Preliminary data of Croatian Bureau of Statistics as of 27/02/2024
(2) Based on preliminary GPD (CBS as of 27/02/2023) and population (CBS for mid-2023)

Government budget surplus 
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Territory 56,594 km2 (land), 31,067 km2 (sea)

Population ~3.9 mn

Currency EUR (since January 1st, 2023)

GDP EUR 75.9bn (current prices, 2023)1

Real GDP growth rate 2.8% (2023)1

GDP per capita in PPS Croatia 73%; (EU=100%, 2022)

GDP per capita EUR 19,686 (current prices, 2023)2

Government Parliamentary republic

Credit ratings
Moody‘s: Baa2 / S&P: BBB+ / Fitch: BBB+ 

(positive outlook across all 3 ratings)

Capital Zagreb

EU border countries Italy (Maritime Border), Slovenia, Hungary

Other borders Bosnia & Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro

Key milestones

Key facts
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Macroeconomic Overview – Improvement of Fiscal Metrics in last years



Recovery and Resilience Plan for Croatia: Strategic framework

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

MULTISECTORAL STRATEGIES

SECTORAL STRATEGIES

NATIONAL PLANS

IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS OF CENTRAL STATE 

ADMINISTRATION BODIES

PROGRAM OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

CROATIA

NATIONAL REFORM PROGRAM

CONVERGENCE PROGRAM

LONG-TERM ACTS OF 
STRATEGIC PLANNING 
(10 AND MORE YEARS)

MEDIUM-TERM ACTS OF 
STRATEGIC PLANNING (5 

TO 10 YEARS)

SHORT-TERM ACTS OF 
STRATEGIC PLANNING (1 

TO 5 YEARS)

ACTS ARE 

ADOPTED BY THE 

CROATIAN 

PARLIAMENT

ACTS ARE 

ADOPTED BY THE 

GOVERNMENT OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF 

CROATIA

ACTS ARE ADOPTED BY THE 

HEAD OF THE CSAB



Recovery and Resilience Plan for Croatia: Strategic framework

Programme 
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National 

Reform 
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Development 

Strategy



Recovery and Resilience 

Facility Regulation

Recovery and Resilience Facility Regulation



❑NRRP is designed with the aim of 

ensuring a sustainable and 

inclusive recovery of the economy, 

further promoting a green and 

digital transition.

❑Compliance with the goals of the 

green and digital transition (Green 

Deal, Digital Agenda for Europe)

❑At least 37% of NRRP directed to 

green transformation and at least 

20% to digital transformation.

NRRP - INTRODUCTION

❑Only programs/projects that respect the principle 

of Do no significant harm

❑Eligible measures are from February 1, 2020, 

and reforms and investments must be implemented 

by mid-2026.

❑Funds disbursement: 

- Indicators with a defined time frame (Milestones and 

Targets) - upon their realization, the funds are paid into the 

Croatian budget

1. phase: 76 reforms and 146 investments (372 

indicators for monitoring the implementation of 

reforms and investments)

2. phase: 78 reforms and 157 investments (436 

indicators for monitoring the implementation of 

reforms and investments)



• Inter-ministerial working group 

established at the level of the 

Government – Prime minister 

and Ministers

• Line ministries

Governance structure

• Steering board/Government -

chaired by the Prime minister

• Implementation Committee – at the 

level of State secretaries

• Central Coordinating Body –

operational coordination

• Implementing bodies and agencies 

responsible for the implementation of 

measures

• Audit authority

Preparation phase Implementation phase



NRRP Components and Sub-components



NRRP Components and Sub-components



Distribution of investments by NRRP components

48%

6%

20%

3%

3%

20%

1 - Economy

2 - Public adminstration,
justice and state assets

3 - Education, science and
research

4 - Labour market and
social protection

5 - Health

6 - Building reconstruction



ECA’s assessment of the extent to which sampled 

RRPs address CSRs for 2019 and 2020

Source: ECA based on Commission Staff Working Documents.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#national-recovery-and-resilience-plans


Reform measure description

- example

Extract from the Annex of the Council Implemetnig Decision (CID):

- Measure description



Reform milestone description

- example

Extract from the Annex of the Council Implemetnig Decision (CID):



Reform milestone verification mechanism

- example

Extract from the Operational arrangements:



Distribution of 436 M&T (171 for reforms and 265 for 

investments)

(M&T – milestones and targets)
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By end-2023, 96 out of 171 reform M&T fulfilled

= 56% of the total reforms in RRP

By end-2024, 119 out of 171 reform M&T to be

fulfilled = 70% of the total reforms in RRP



100% GREEN & 100% DIGITAL MEASURE:

✓ Research, development and production of new mobility vehicles and supporting 

infrastructure - autonomous electric taxis with supporting infrastructure adapted for 

people with disabilities - €179,499 million

Examples of NRRP investments

- mobilized by the reforms

DIGITAL MEASURES:

➢ investment in digital transition of the public 

administration through digitalisation of the justice system, 

deployment of the Digital Identity Card and creation of a one-

stop-shop for all public administration’ online services -

€283 million 

➢ increasing national broadband coverage with gigabit 

connectivity in rural areas and construction of electronic 

communications infrastructure for 5G network thereby 

increasing the digital connectivity of rural areas -

€130 million

➢ digitalisation of higher education through investing in e-

learning and digital teaching tools - €84 million support for the 

GREEN MEASURES:

➢ energy efficiency and post-earthquake reconstruction of 

buildings - €1,978 million

➢ modernizing energy infrastructure, supporting investments for 

the production of advanced biofuels and renewable hydrogen

and fostering energy efficiency, heat and renewable energy to 

decarbonise the energy sector – €775 million

➢ supporting businesses for green transition and energy 

efficiency, supporting their projects aimed at boosting the 

green economy, sustainable tourism and investing in green 

technologies - €542 million



Ratio of RRF funds to GDP (after approval od NRRP Addednum), in 

% 
(source: EC, Eurostat, 2022 GDP)

The value of our NRRP (after the approval of the 

Addendum) in relation to GDP is the highest in the 

EU: 14.6%!

5.51 billion EUR – RRF grants

4.25 billion EUR – RRF loans

0.28 billion EUR – REPowerEU grants

10.04 billion EUR – total value of NRRP

Budgetary aspects of NRRP implementation

- the RRF fund are centrally managed through the State Budget 

- the new sources of financing for grants and for loans introduced

- the revenues from grants, received loans and expenditures are 

planned in the State budget 



RRF scoreboard/timeline, May 2024.



NRRP Payment profile, in million euros (grants and loans

in tranches)

Disbursed EUR 3.67 bn



Realization (tenders, invitations, direct allocations, financial 

instruments) within the framework of NRRP, cumulatively from the start 

of implementation until 30.04., million EUR,

27% 28% 28%

83%

5,6 billion EUR (56% NRRP)

through 382 tenders

8,35 billion EUR (83% NRRP)



Implementation system



➢ Ministry of Finance, Directorate for Macroeconomic Analysis, EU and International Financial 

Affairs, Sector for RRP - established in September 2021 

NRRP Coordination body – Ministry of Finance with The Prime 
Minister's Office



IT system „FondoviEu” for implementation and monitoring of RRP

Functionalities:

• collection, storage and 

monitoring of data in line with 

the RRF regulation

+ (going beyond)

• includes whole process of

implementation (calls, 

selection, contracts, requests

for reimbursment..)



1. General chapter

2. Grant award procedure 

3. Implementation of grant

contracts

4. Financial instrument 

5. Monitoring of the

implemention

6. Payment Request to the EC 

7. Irregularities

Common National Rules for RRP (CNR)

✓Ministry of Finance prepared the

Common National Rules for the

implementation of the RRP – main steps

in implementation and system of controls

✓The CNR are the basis for manuals of

procedures which each inistitution has to

prepare and to adopt

7 chapters of CNR:



• Strong political support and commitment

• Political stability, especially concerning the reform agenda

• Robust management and control system including dedicated monitoring phase 

covering the whole lifecycle of the measures. 
✓ Tight cooperation with line ministries and Office of the PM on a daily bases

• Timely development of IT support

• Knowledgeable, proffesional and dedicated staff

Factors for sucess



Thank You 
   for your attention 

Hana Zoričić ,  Deputy to the Chief State Treasurer, MoF, Croatia

Doria Petričević, Head of Sector for Coordination of Monitoring the 

Implementation of the NRRP, MoF, Croatia
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